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Brain tumours in children

This information is about brain tumours in
children. It is helpful to read it alongside
the Cancerbackup/CCLG booklet, A
Parent’s Guide to Children’s Cancers,
which contains more information about
cancers in children, their diagnosis

and treatment, and the support services
available. You may also want to discuss the
information with a nurse or doctor involved
in the treatment of your child.

You may also want to discuss this
information with one of the cancer support
service nurses on our Freephone helpline
0808 800 1234. Lines are open
Monday-Friday, 9am-8pm (an
interpreting service is available).

We also have details of useful
organisations throughout the UK, which
can offer help and support. All our
information is also available online at
www.cancerbackup.org.uk

We have included the following
information:
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Introduction

The brain: structure and function
Brain tumours

Causes of brain tumours
Signs and symptoms
Diagnosis and tests
Tumour biopsy

Grading and classification
Treatment

Side effects of treatment
Late side effects

Clinical trials

Follow-up

Your feelings

Useful organisations
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Related Cancerbackup information

Introduction

Brain tumours are the most common solid
tumours that occur in children. Children of
any age may be affected. Each year, about
350 children in the UK develop brain
tumours. Boys are affected more often than
girls.
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